
Topics in the History of Political Economy 
Bridwell Institute Advanced Reading Group Syllabus 

 

Attendance is required. Your attendance and active participation are required. We will have 10 on-
campus meetings. Students will be expected to attend all 10 on-campus meetings. Absences can be made 
up for by attending other Bridwell Institute events. This will be enforced. Note that our schedule does 
not match up precisely with those of the other reading groups. Note also that podcast episodes listed on 
the syllabus are required and are not optional. 

 

Meeting Times. Our on-campus meetings will be held on Thursday from 6pm-8pm in Expressway 
Tower in room 1090. 

 

Dinner. After each session, we will bring in food to continue our conversation informally. You should 
expect this to last until about 8pm. This is considered an integral part of the program and you are expected 
to participate. 

 

Stipend.

mailto:chow@smu.edu


https://www.econtalk.org/otteson-on-adam-smith/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/728369770


Week 3. 9/22/22, Karl Marx 

Heilbroner, ch. 6, p. 136-169. 

Thomas Sowell. 1985. Marxism: Philosophy and Economics. New York: William Morrow and 
Company, p. 46-65, 102-134. 

 

Week 4. 9/29/22, Illiberal Reformers 

Thomas C. Leonard. 2016. Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics & American Economics in the 
Progressive Era. Princeton: Princeton University Press, p. 3-54; 77-88; 129-167. 

REQUIRED Podcast Episode: “Thomas Leonard on Race, Eugenics, and Illiberal Reformers,” 
https://www.econtalk.org/thomas-leonard-on-race-eugenics-and-illiberal-reformers/  

 

Week 5. 10/6/22, Austrian Economics 

Christopher Coyne and Peter Boettke. 2020. The Essential Austrian Economics. Vancouver: Fraser 
Institute. 

Bryan Caplan. 1999. “The Austrian Search for Realistic Foundations.” Southern Economic Journal 
64, no. 4: 823-838. 

Brian Doherty. 2007. Radicals for Capitalism. New York: Public Affairs, p. 422-438. 

OPTIONAL: Caplan and Boettke debate on Austrian Economics: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPm5wDjaOSk&list=PL5E88034E66E5200D  

 

10/12/22 OPTIONAL Event: W. Michael Cox and Vance Guinn on Can the Texas Model 
Survive? Crum Auditorium, 6pm-7pm. 

 






