
 
 
Welcome to the SMU Geothermal Lab newsletter for September.  Greetings to all the new members of 
our newsletter list that we met this summer.  In this newsletter we have a wrap-up of the summer 
activities of our graduate students along with some interesting articles and upcoming events. 
 
 
SMU Geothermal Laboratory Notes 
Looking for some top-notch researchers for your next project?  The SMU Geothermal Lab staff have 
recently completed a number of sponsored research projects and are looking for new opportunities.  A 
sampling of projects we have successfully completed over recent years include: 

�x Continental-scale heat flow mapping and resource estimation 
�x Basin-scale modeling 
�x Thermal conductivity measurement 
�x Equilibrium temperature logging 
�x Data compilation and data analysis of National Geothermal Data System resources 
�x Executive education designed to give project financiers familiarity with geothermal energy 

Please call or email Maria Richards (214-768-1975) or Cathy Chickering Pace (214-768-1510) today to 
discuss your project.   
 
Congratulations to Dr. Zach Frone, a May graduate, on being awarded a Fellowship with the 
Department of Energy Geothermal Technologies Office.  Zach will be working with Lauren Boyd on 
Enhanced Geothermal Systems.  Good luck Zach! 
 
Congratulations to Ramsey Kweik, a recent graduate starting his career as a physics teacher at Jesuit 
College Preparatory School of Dallas.  Good luck Ramsey! 
 
Dr. Matt Hornbach



Casey Brokaw, a graduate student, travelled to Denver to collect core samples from Anadarko 
Petroleum Corporation for his research project.  He is measuring the thermal conductivity of the 
samples here in the Geothermal Lab.  Anadarko Petroleum Corporation is generously supporting his 
research.   
 
Casey Brokaw also worked with Dr. Beatrice Magnani of the SMU Huffington Department of Earth 
Sciences on the Eastern North American Margin (ENAM) Community Seismic Experiment.  They collected 
an onshore passive source seismic refraction profile.  Information on EMAN is available 
at http://geoprisms.org/initiatives-sites/rie/enam/.   
 
Andrés Ruzo, a graduate student, has just returned from the Peruvian Amazon where he collected 
additional water temperature, chemistry, and biology data for his research project.   
 
Ben Phrampus, a graduate student, took part in a successful seismic survey of the Hikurangi Margin off 
the east coast of New Zealand in May and June, then helped build and deploy the seismic equipment for 
the Hebgen Lake field studies trip in July.  
 

http://geoprisms.org/initiatives-sites/rie/enam/
http://www.lonestardandd.org/
http://www.iaspei.org/commissions/IHFC.html
http://energy.gov/eere/geothermal/2015-peer-review-presentations-geothermal-energy
https://ninesights.ninesigma.com/web/trucking-challenge-2-statoil-ge
http://www.energy.gov/lpo/title-xvii-open-solicitations
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http://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2015/08/20/432738291/a-lot-of-heat-is-wasted-so-why-not-convert-it-into-power?utm_source=All+Contacts&utm_campaign=83eeb89c16-Great+NPR+story+about+Alphabet+Energy+and+WHP&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_557cb131aa-83eeb89c16-202179093
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http://www.hbs.edu/competitiveness/Documents/america-unconventional-energy-opportunity.pdf
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/uciliawang/2015/06/16/this-startup-wants-to-use-old-oil-and-gas-wells-to-store-electricity/
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http://energy.gov/eere/geothermal/downloads/life-cycle-analysis-results-geothermal-systems-comparison-other-power
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http://borderenergyforum.org/
http://www.treia.org/conference/
http://www.treia.org/conference/


Calendar  
September 20 - 23, 2015 - Geothermal Resources Council Meeting and Geothermal Energy Association 
EXPO, Reno, Nevada.  More information: http://www.geothermal.org/meet-new.html.   
 
October 14 - 16, 2015 - 22nd Border Energy Forum, San Diego, California.  More 
information: http://borderenergyforum.org/. 
 
October 20, 2015 - National Geothermal Day.  More information: http://www.geothermalday.com/. 
 
November 3-4, 2015 - NREL Industry Growth Forum, Denver, Colorado.  More 
information: http://www.industrygrowthforum.org/. 
 
November 11-13, 2015 – GridNEXT 2015, Houston, Texas.  More information on the TREIA 
website:  http://www.treia.org/conference/. 
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