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Second Language 
Modern Languages: American Sign Language 

Student Learning Outcomes (Communication): Students will demonstrate an ability to negotiate meaning in the target language in 
familiar contexts. (Culture): Students will demonstrate cultural competence in the target culture. 

 
The Value of Second Language (Modern) 

Second-language learning is a multi-faceted intellectual endeavor that promotes enhanced 
communication skills in both the native and target language and that fosters cross-cultural communication 
and understanding. Second-language learners analyze the nature of language through comparison 
between the target language and their own language. Second-language learners also evaluate 

information and diverse perspectives that are available through the language and its cultures and engage 
in critical analysis of culture and identity; they are therefore more readily able to participate in multiple, 
multicultural communities and are, as a result, adaptable to the challenges of a changing world. 

 
Supporting Skills 

Communication 
1. Students will demonstrate appropriate control of form, vocabulary, and fluency in ASL. 
2. Students will manipulate and vary learned vocabulary and expressions in sign to express diverse 

aspects of personal experience. 
3. Students will maintain conversation in ASL by asking and answering questions. 

Culture 
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of deaf culture in English or in ASL. 
2. Students will engage in cross-cultural analysis in English or ASL 
 
 

 
Course Content Criteria 

1. Courses in this category are characterized by a consistent and active use of ASL by students and 
the instructor. 

2. Courses in this category socialize students into deaf culture. 
3. Courses in this category promote not only reflection about ASL and deaf culture but also active 

metacognition on the part of the student. 

4. Courses in this category include an assessment assignment that requires students to 
demonstrate each of the modes in the American Sign Language Assessment Rubric (below). 
This assessment assignment should be one of the following: an objective exam, an essay 
question on an exam, an essay, or a research paper. 

 
Glossary 

1. Active use: Involves spontaneous, meaningful, contextualized communication by students that is 
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Second Language Assessment Rubric: Communication Modern Languages 

 
Second Language Assessment Rubric: Deaf Culture  

Supporting Skills Exemplary 
5 

Accomplished 
4 

Developing 
3 

Beginning 
2 

Absent 
1 

Demonstrate appropriate 
control of structures, 
vocabulary, time-concepts, 
facial gestures, and inflection 
in order to communicate 
clearly. 

Communicates accurately 
using appropriate structures, 
time-concepts, facial gestures, 
and inflection ; accuracy of 
vocabulary and structures 
decreases as communication 
becomes more complex. 

Generally communicates 
accurately, using predominantly 
appropriate structures, time-
concepts, facial gestures and 
inflection; accuracy of 
vocabulary and structures is 
generally maintained, with 
occasional breakdowns even in 
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